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 Yarmouth, ME 04096 
 

 
March 19, 2024 
 
Town of Durham 
630 Hallowell Rd 
Durham, ME 04222 
 
RE:  Maine Custom Woodlands 
         Project Narrative  
 
Dear Town of Durham: 
 
The following document is in regards to the Maine Custom Woodlands Building Expansion, which is looking 
to break ground as soon as the revised conditional use permit is in place.  We have done our best to provide 
the required revised permit information in a timely manner with hopes of getting this project underway as 
soon as possible. 
 
Trillium Engineering Group (TEG) is providing this project narrative for the proposed Maine Custom 
Woodlands project located on Hallowell Rd, Tax Map 8, Lot 12. The existing site consists of an 
existing building that is used for office, storage / maintenance with a gravel accessway and parking 
lots, along with material and equipment storage areas and a truck scale.  
 
The project proposes the addition of a 6,000 SF (50’x120’) building along with other site alterations 
such as grading and the addition of a generator to supply the proposed building with three phase 
power (see attached for generator specs and noise testing).  The new building will be used to house 
timber sawing equipment that will be used for sawing logs to produce lumber and lumber by 
products such as sawdust, woodchips and bark mulch, The lumber and by products will primarily be 
sold to lumber and other wholesale companies.  The overall increase in impervious area is 
approximately 12,600 SF and an overall disturbance area of approximately 87,700 SF, including the 
proposed stormwater treatment basins and associated grading. 
 
This project falls under the conditional use criteria due to the proposed building not conforming to 
the Town’s existing land-use code.  Due to this, we (TEG) have provided the following information for 
the conditional use permit. Along with the conditional use permit, a site plan permit is also required 
due to the project’s additions and alterations to the existing lot. Please see the attached conditional 
use permit package for the site plan permit application and supporting documentation, some of 
which is overlapping and repetitive.  
 
Zoning and Stormwater Information 
 
The site is located in the Rural Residential and Agricultural District (RRA), with the overlay zones Resource 
Protection (RP) and the Aquifer Overlay Zone (AO), and all relevant standards are being met (see Sheet C101). 
The Town of Durham Land Use Ordinance states that any parcel located partially in the Aquifer Overlay Zone 
cannot exceed 50% disturbed area in the Aquifer Overlay Zone, and cannot exceed 10% impervious overall in 
the Overlay zone. The existing and/or proposed development does not have over 50% disturbed or any 
impervious located within the Aquifer Overlay Zone.  The maximum impervious ratio allowed in the Rural 
Residential and Agricultural District (RRA) is 25%.  As proposed, the utilized site has an overall impervious of 
14.75%, which is below the maximum impervious ratio allowed. 
 
The existing driveway, parking area and building drains primarily to the north, towards the existing Central 
Maine Power land.  The greater part of the existing and proposed stormwater flows overland, across the 
gravel parking area to the proposed retention basin located at the edge of the gravel parking area (please 
see drawing C101).  Two sediment basins have been designed to detain and treat the stormwater runoff from 



  
the existing and additional impervious area and will improve the stormwater quality and quantity for the 
property.  Erosion control is also added to the proposed C101 grading plan to protect the surrounding natural 
areas during site construction.  Please refer to drawing C300 for the Erosion Control Detail sheet. 
 
Site Traffic Information 
 
The existing facility employs 10 persons on site, and 5 trucks per day.  This equates to a maximum 
existing trip count as follows: 
 
Existing property use 

10 employees x 2 trips per day  = 20 trips per day 
5 trucks (*) x 2 trips per day x 2  = 20 trips per day 
 
Total number of existing trips  = 40 trips per day 
 

(*) commercial trucks count as double the trips compared to single passenger cars 
 
The proposed facility will employ 15 persons on site, and 7 trucks per day.  This equates to a 
maximum existing trip count as follows: 
 
Proposed property use 

15 employees x 2 trips per day  = 30 trips per day 
7 trucks (*) x 2 trips per day x 2  = 28 trips per day 
 
Total number of existing trips  = 68 trips per day 

 
Based on the above information, the existing and proposed use falls well below the allowed 100 trips 
per day which would trigger a full MDOT Traffic permit.  Based on the above numbers we do not 
need an MDOT Permit. 
 
Please review this narrative and associated permit documents and let us know if you have any follow 
up questions or concerns.  We look forward to working with you through this permitting process. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
____________________ 
Eric Dube, P.E. 
Trillium Engineering Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



























KyleBerwick
Text Box
& Agricultural District (RRA), Overlay Zones: Aquifer Protection (AP) & Durham Resource Protection (RP)



Site  Plan  Review  Application Project  Name:  Maine  Custom  Woodlands  2024  Build

When  is construction  being  considered  to begin  (year  & season)?  2024 upon approval

What  is the projected  year  of completion?  2024

How  will the project  be financed?  Maine Custom Woodlands

Does  the applicant  intend  to request  any  waivers  of the site plan review  requirements  of Article  8? If yes,
list them  and state  the reasons  for  the request  (Note:  waivers  from  design  standards  will require  technical
analysis  to demonstrate  that  the site plan review  criteria  will be met). Provide  full explanation  and
documentation  of  waiver  requests  and justification  in the submissions:

No waivers  are requested  at this time.

F. Review  Fees  and  Escrow

Non-refundable  application  fee of $IOO for  first  2500  sq. ff. and $50 per 1000  sq. ft. over  2500  sq. ft. of

building  construction  or parking  expansion:$  275.00 (Note:  If both building  and parking,  pay larger

of the two)

Technical  peer  review  escrow  (unused  portions  are refundable)  of $250  per 1000  sq. ft. of building  or

parking:$  1500.00

Date review  fees  & escrow  paid:

G.  Checklist  and  Required  Submissions

Are the completed site plan review checklist and all submissions attached? 2  YES .  NO

To the best  of my knowledge,  all of the above  stated  information  submitted  in this application  is true  and
correct.

Printed  Name:  Thomas G. Cushman

March  19,  2024

Date

Planning  Board Page  3
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