Durham Planning Board
Meeting Minutes

January 3, 2018
Note: The DVD recording and/or streaming videos located on the Town’s website are legal records of this meeting. Copies of the DVD recording are available by contacting the Town Office. 

Call to Order: Interim Chairwoman Anne Torregrossa called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m.
Members Present: Interim Chairwoman Anne Torregrossa, John Simoneau, Juliet Caplinger, Brian Lanoie, and Bonnie Cobb (new non-voting member, can vote after being sworn in next week) 
Also Present: Bob Forrest, Code Enforcement Officer; Tammy Quimby, Meeting Secretary; Alden Allen, Assistant PIT 
Establishment of Quorum: Interim Chairwoman Torregrossa announced a Quorum has been met with four (4) present. 
Public Present: 
Pledge of Allegiance: Done. Welcome Bonnie Cobb.
Amendments to Agenda:  Add Elections to the Agenda.
Anne Motions to Add Elections to the Agenda. Juliet Seconds. Motion Carries 4-0.

Acceptance of Minutes – October 4, 2017
John Motions to Approve the Minutes from October 4, 2017. Juliet Seconds. Motion Carries 3-0. Anne abstains as she was not present for that meeting.
Continuing Business - None
New Business – 
a. Bob Forrest, Durham Code Enforcement Officer, to discuss his role and the issues he has encountered:

a. Zoning Map – there are 2 shades of green, a lighter green Rural, not in there. The map in Public Room is dated 2004: “Per code we are required to have an updated one in the Public Room for Citizens”. 2 different color greens – lighter (labeled Resource Protection) not in the book. The second lighter colored one is not defined (he has received a lot of questions about it). Suggesting to either take it away, or get it defined, the only difference between Resource Protection, and the rest of it, is set back to the river, and the height of the building, and the set back. Bonnie – all green is Resource Protection, dark green is actually just Wetlands, it is just not labeled. Anne proposes – propose change to labels on Zoning Map and present to Town Meeting this year – 1 color green, call it Resource Protection, inclusive of wetlands. Juliet indicated she will be doing some research to make sure. 
Bob – already had issues because there is no definition (for light green) of rural district, no resource protection on it. If change to include everything, there will be some non-conforming lots. We currently don’t have definition – says just look at your zoning map. Anne suggest putting definition in. Should be following FEMA’s most updated maps. Defining Resource Protection Zone – Bob volunteered to do. 
b. Horse Barns – not referenced in ordinance, treated like any other accessory structure – horses as pets, not as livestock, Bob nothing in there about pets. Anne – looked at riding lesson program, didn’t treat as Agriculture, case out of southern Maine, animal husbandry includes raising of horses.  Put on list for updating of Ordinance, animal husbandry and pets. Update the NEC. Separate ordinance in ordinance book. 
c. Electrical ordinance is dated 1990, need to update

d. Plumbing ordinance is dated 1972, need to update

Bob - If it gets signed MUBEC is going to go to 2015, in front of Land Use Ordinance would like to see it written out about the Town of Durham adoption of MUBEC – (Tammy looked up in Warrants <emailing to Board> - Durham adopted 2009 MUBEC <Building and Energy> in 2014 – the warrant indicates that the town will follow the current state standard for a structure at the time of construction.)
e. Legally enforceable Right of way needs a definition. Discontinued use also needs definition: Bob going to follow up with Calvin, and about Emergency Access. Board going to look at funds for consulting services potentially to assist with getting definitions clarified and solidified in Ordinances, as well as, with Part Time Planner the Select Board is looking to bring in. 
f. Need up to date zoning map for the general public

g. Adopt tiny homes ordinance: currently need to meet the building code standards, leaving as is for the time being
h. Adopt Energy Code: Discussed previously
i. Pot permitting for electrical and plumbing: Medicinal vs. Retail; Bob concerns about electrical use without permits, require the ones that are somehow identified to update their electrical. Anne indicated the Board should consider an education piece
b. Elections: Need to elect a chair and a vice chair. 
Anne Nominates John Simoneau for Chair. Brian Seconds. Motion Carries 3-0. 

John Nominates Anne Torregrossa for Vice Chair. Juliet Seconds. Motion Carries 3-0. 

John Takes Over the Meeting as Chair at this Time. 

c. Planning Board Year End Review/2018 Goals and Action Items:

a. Budget – 2017 wrap up/2018 budget: funding, may use for GP Cog. Fee for Applications? What does that go to? Board agrees to stay on track with what they have been doing with their budget. John going to discuss with Ruth.
Discussed upcoming MMA Training coming up on January 23rd. Tammy is going to follow up with Ruth to sign up Board members. 
b. Annual Report – write up needs to be done for Town Meeting in April: Planning Board needs to do a write up for it, due ASAP
c. Medical Marijuana Ordinances

d. Other Items

d. Secretary Business:

a. Email and Drop Box

b. Advertising for New Members

Chairman's Comments:

Next Regular Planning Board Meeting – Wednesday February 7th at the Town Office beginning at 7:00 p.m.


Applications – with nine (9) separate packets of supporting documentation 

are due at the Town Office no later than the close of business, 4:30 p.m., on  
 
Monday,  January 29, 2018.


Adjournment –  
Respectfully Submitted, 
_________________________

Tammy Quimby

Meetings Secretary

