Town of Durham

Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes

January 29th 2015 – Part #1
Executive Session:  Pursuant to Title #1, M.R.S.A. ss. 405(6)(A) – Personnel w/Pownal

Chairman Wakeman Moves to enter into Executive Session pursuant to Title #1, M.R.S.A., Chapter #13, ss. 405(6)(A)(1) – Personnel Matters at 6:10 p.m.  Vice Chairman Hall Second.  Motion Carried 4-0.  Selectman Libby excused.

Chairman Wakeman Moves the Board out of Executive Session at 6:25 p.m.
ACTION TAKEN:  None.
Respectfully submitted,
_________________

Ruth Glaeser, AA/TA

Call to Order:    Selectman Wakeman called the meeting to Order at 6:35 p.m. 

Establishment of a Quorum:
Members Present:  Chairman Jeffrey Wakeman, Vice Chairman Sarah Hall, Selectman Mark Blake. Selectman Joshua Libby excused.

Quorum:  Chairman Wakeman announced a Quorum has been met with four (4) members present.

Also Present:  AA/TA Ruth Glaeser,  Road Commissioner Shawn Bennett, Codes Official Paul Baines,  Fire Chief/EMA Director William St. Michel, PIT John Ricker.   Secretary Jill Toher excused.  

Pledge of Allegiance:  Completed.

Amendments to the Agenda:  None.

Public Present:   None.
Public Comments:   None.

Consent Agenda:
a.  Approval of Treasurer's Payables Warrant

b.  Approval of  Regular Selectmen's Meeting Minutes – January 13th 2015
Selectmen's Minutes 1-29-2015 Part #1





page 1 of 4
Vice Chairman Hall Moves to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Selectman Blake Second.  Motion Carried.

Action and Discussion Items:
a.  Petition – Shall the Town of Durham have all Warrant Articles of the Town Meeting voted on as a written Ballot no sooner than thirty days and no later than forty-five days after Town Meeting.

Chairman Wakeman stated the Petition contained enough signatures to be valid.  

Board members discussed the contents of the Petitioner's request at great length as well as State Statute ramifications, vagueness in the wording and the Petition's legality  as it pertains to Durham's form of government.  It was the consensus of the Board that AA/TA Glaeser do more research on this matter and report back. 

b.  Discussion of Police or Sheriff Presence in Durham - The Board briefly discussed some options although the resident requesting the discussion did not appear tonight.  Chairman Wakeman stated that the cost would fluctuate depending on the salary of the officer assigned.

c.  Posting of Commitment Book as PDF on the Internet - PIT Ricker stated that he and the Town's Assessor, Donna Hays, CMA, are requesting that the tax commitment portion of the Town Report be posted on the website in PDF format.  Posting on the website would not cost the Town any additional money and would make these records search-able.  

Chairman Wakeman stated that a considerable amount of the cost of the Town Report is supplying this information.  Making these records available in PDF format plus having separate copies available at the Town Office would save a considerable amount of money in addition to freeing up time spent on resident's requests made at the window.  

Chairman Wakeman Moves to allow the PIT to post the tax commitment book on the website.  Selectman Blake Second.  Motion Carried.  

d.  Stephenson Consent Agreement – Codes Official Baines stated that Mr. Stephenson built a home in Town and there are no records of any inspections and now needs a Certificate of Occupancy.  The Codes Official advised the resident to get an independent certified engineer to submit a report stating that the home is built to code before he could issue a Certificate of Occupancy.  The Codes Official is requesting the Board consider a temporary ninety (90) day Certificate of Occupancy, with a little room for deadline negotiation until all aspects are completed.

Selectman Blake Moves that we accept this Consent Agreement.  Selectman Stewart Second.  Motion Carried.
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Department/Committee Reports:

a.  Codes Official – stated there are some issues with the second phase of the DeWitt Hill Road subdivision as appears only the first phase's road has been approved by the Town.  The question is whether Dewitt or the owners of two lots on the cul-de-sac are responsible for completing the second phase of  the road.  At this point the Codes Official has found no amended plan. The snow plows only plow to the deadhead and not through the right-of-way.   A number of  questions were raised and a lengthy discussion followed.  It was suggested that the Codes Official speak to former Road Commissioner Clifton Larrabee, Jr. for his input.   The Codes Official represented the right-of-way has been recorded by metes and bounds.

It was the general consensus of the Board that the Codes Official will discuss the matter with the owners and advise them they can only move forward once an agreement is recorded and then presented to the Board for approval.

Selectmen's Comments:
Chairman Wakeman announced the following:
Regular Selectmen's Meetings will be held on Tuesday, February 10th 2015 and Tuesday, February 24th 2015 at the Town Office beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Nomination papers are available at the Town Office for:  Selectman/Assessor – one (1) seat – three (3) year term;  RSU#5 Board of Directors – one (1) seat – three (3) year term; Budget  Committee – three (3) seats – three (3) year term.

The deadline for Budget Requests and Annual Report Submissions has passed should have been submitted.  If they have not, please contact the Administrative Assistant.
Chairman Wakeman Moves the Board into Executive Session pursuant to Title #1, M.R.S.A., Chapter #13, ss. 405(6)(C) – Real Estate and Executive Session pursuant to Title #1, M.R.S.A., Chapter #13, ss. 405(6)(A) – Personnel Matters preceded by a brief recess at 7:32 p.m.  Selectman Blake Second. Motion Carried.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Jill S. Toher, Secretary
Executive Session:  Chairman Wakeman Moves the Board into Executive Session
Selectmen's Minutes 1-29-2015 -  Part #1 




page 3 of 4
pursuant to Title #1, M.R.S.A., Chapter #13 ss. 405(6)(C)- Real Estate at 7:33 p.m.  Selectman Stewart Second.  Motion Carried 4-0. Selectman Libby excused.
Chairman Wakeman Moves the Board out of Executive Session at 7:36 p.m.
ACTION TAKEN:   None.  

Executive Session:  Chairman Wakeman Moves the Board into Executive Session pursuant to Title #1, M.R.S.A., Chapter #13, ss. 405(6)(A)(1) – Personnel Matters at 8:10 p.m.  Selectman Blake Second.  Motion Carried 4-0.  Selectman Libby excused.
Chairman Wakeman Moves the Board out of Executive Session at 8:24 p.m.
ACTION TAKEN:  Chairman Wakeman Moves to increase pay for Administrative Assistant pursuant to employee agreement at 8:25 p.m.  Selectman Stewart Second.  Motion Carried 4-0.  Selectman Libby excused.
Adjournment:   Vice Chairman Hall Moves to Adjourn at 8:26 p.m.  Selectman Blake Second.  Motion Carried 4-0.  Selectman Libby Excused.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Ruth Glaeser, AA/TA
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